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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 12th March, 2018 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Mohammad Ayub, 

Jean Battle, Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves and Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies June Harrison 

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor June Harrison.  There were 
no substitutions for absence. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 15th January 2018 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 12th March 
2018 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
In response to a Member’s enquiry regarding incidents in the town centre and the 
monitoring of these by CCTV, the Head of Regeneration and Housing indicated that he 
would provided Members with an update on which CCTV cameras were in operation and 
those which required maintenance.   
 
Councillor Battle expressed concern that there had been no further progress on the 
resolving the issues with the buildings in the Church & Oswaldtwistle Gateway.   
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

4 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The Regeneration Manager submitted a report on the progress with the 2017/18 Housing 
Renewal Programme.  She reported that spend was slow for a number of reasons but 
slippage would be carried forward to the next financial year.  She reported that outputs had 
not been achieved due to compulsory purchase orders requiring completion but pointed out 
that careful monitoring was taking place in order to ensure that the Council had enough 
money to meet all financial commitments. 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported on the importance of legal advice to 
ensure clarity of rules before further progress was made on the Pendle Street project.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
  
 

5 Housing and Environmental Standards 
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The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to land and buildings that were 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 1 January to 28 February 2018.  He 
reported that amenity had been restored to 35 sites through interventions.   
 
Members requested that their gratitude be passed onto the Environmental Protection Team 
for their good work.  Councillor Eaves reported on the poor condition of a small wall outside 
of the Printers Arms, Oswaldtwistle and a building which was formerly a public toilet across 
from Tesco, Oswaldtwistle and requested that these be inspected.   
 
Councillor Ayub reported on persistent tipping in the Steiner Street/Grove Street, Accrington 
area and pointed out that no-one had taken responsibility for the former Skip Company that 
had been located on the site between Collins Street and Blackburn Road and as such the 
condition of the area had deteriorated. 
 
Councillor Dobson reported that the problem of rubbish accumulating at 17 Yorkshire Street 
had extended to the front room of the property and requested that this was also 
investigated.  The Environmental Protection Manager explained how the Council was 
currently progressing this complaint but indicated that he would report the problem to Social 
Services and provide Councillor Dobson with updates. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

6 Steiner Street, Accrington 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to inform the Panel of the 
interest and bids received for the Steiner Street site in Accrington and to seek the Panel’s 
comments on the disposal of the Council’s interest in the site to Bid A, the preferred option.   
He reported that the timescale for the disposal was set out in the report but that the Council 
was hoping to speak to the interested parties shortly and that action would take place fairly 
quickly after these discussions.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

7 Town Centre Events Brief 
 
The Business and Marketing Co-ordinator submitted a report to inform Members of the 
Panel about the proposed event providers 2018.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing 
reported that it was their intention to award more than one event provider and that the 
timescale aimed to get contracts awarded in early to mid May.   
 
Councillor Dobson explained that he had some concerns about events taking place in the 
square.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that there would only be 
contracts awarded to organisations which had the capacity to put events on.  He pointed 
out that health and safety would not be ignored and that bids would be evaluated by the 
Head of Regeneration and Housing, the Business and Marketing Co-ordinator and 
Councillor Cleary using set criteria.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

8 Private Landlord Selective Licensing 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported on the new Selective Licensing Scheme 
which came into force on the 5th March 2018.  He also reported on a recent Court of Appeal 
decision to rule against two local conditions in the Council’s former Selective Licensing 
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Scheme.  He advised the Panel that the Council was taking legal advice, but on appeal to 
the Supreme Court was unlikely. 
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 
 
 

9 Housing Growth 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing developments across the Borough.  He reported on the: 
 

 Huncoat Housing Zone 

 Core Strategy and Site Allocations DPD 

 Other Key Sites 
 

He reported that there had been a lot of interest in sites for residential development in the 
borough and provided details of sites with ongoing interest.   
 
Members requested further information on the ownership of one bedroom properties on 
Nuttall Street and Wellington Street.   
 
In response to a question the Head of Regeneration and Housing explained that the new 
homes bonus was only triggered when properties had been registered for council tax.   
 
Agreed - That the report be noted. 
 

10 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

11 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Monday, 21st May 2018. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


